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Scotland’s Masonic culture has long been a

Secrets kept
In store but
no Holy Grail

®SANDRA DICK
ITH a deep sigh and a
roll of his cyes Bob
Cooper leans forwand
im his chair, cl i}

turns out to be just another office

HOQ, with two busy

about. The date of the next Orange
Walk? Wi

Jjuggling burzing 'plullms: at the
enquiry desk, empty wood pan-
elled boardrooms and a function
suite]aid out with tables in prepa-

his cluttered desk and insists he
doesn't actually have the Holy
Grai

“You wouldn't believe the

¥
ration for the arrival of Lodge
Eight, the Lodge of the Journey-
man Mason — one of Edinburgh’s
40 Lodges = which celebrates its
300th y there at the

to people that, no,
we don’t keep the
Holy Grail here and
that we don’t know
where it might be
cither.

“Honestly,” He con
tinues with a smile,
*it's almost as if they
expect me 1o open a
cupboard and, ‘oh yes —
there it is!”.”

Admirredly, it doesn't
seem that likely thar the
Holy Grail might be found in
a grand, yet cutwardly rather
anomymaous, building on George
Street.

But then again, this is the
Freemasons we're talking about
And doesn't Bob b
one of the most my:

In fact, despi 5 and
the spec

on a
the Grand Lodge

SYMBOLOGY: A carving of 5t
Andrew sits above a fireplace

weekend. And despite Da Vinel
L,odu: author Dan Brown's novel,
withits links hm\wmhr Knights
mlpl.ar Rosslyn el, the
Freemasons and |i|c Holy Grail,
the only mystery here is why
everyone seems 1o have such a
skewed impression of what the
Seottish Masonie movement is all

Tong

Asecret “boys only” clubto help
you climb the greasy ladder 1o
success? No, insists Bob with a
sigh.

An organisation built on the
principals of brotherly love,
morals and equality might not
sound &= thrilling, but according
o Bob it's at least closer to the

truth. Just try
telling that to the
American tourist
who wants to
arrange a time
when they can pop
in and see the Holy
Grail.

“One of the most
timc CDI\S\I}I:\'I’\!

dr.:l\tm]u. sty

is the number of
inquiries from all over
the world from people
whis have just read the Da

Vinei Code, s Bob. “Th
want to know if it's true what it
says about freemasanry,” he con-
tinues. “Frankdy, I have spent a lot
of time comecting Dan Brown's
mnistakes.”

The bestselling honk whi
e hts Temy
dmgm:d Rosshyn Chapel and
Freemasons hold the key
curiosities and secrets
become the bane of Bob

But then again, it

IF WALLS COULD SPEAK: The Lodge's function suite has been a meeting point for generations

WATCHFUL EYE: Edinburgh

own fault. After all, aren't the
Frecmasons infamous for their
ly guarded secrets, their
mysterious rituals and’ their
bizarre initiation ceremonies?
have their own private hand-
coded language and ashad-
owy image of brothers scratching
ather brothers” hacks.

Sa if they haven't got the Holy
[« what exactly do they have to
othing, insists an increas-
frustrated Bob, a Freemason
since 1984 and now the curator of
the Masonic version of the “grail™,
the muse tucked inside the

gside jewel-

encrusted Masonic ins
th

stresses, *But yes, we have

elem f what we do d

k“p private - atherwise no-one
i bot -

pre than 70 papers on the

Iielweuu that, the renewed
erest in Freemasonry courtesy
e Da Vinci Cod round EUQ
years ol i
brothers such as Sir Walter Scott,
Sir Winston Churchill and Robert
Burns in their ranks, and it sor
aasons of taday should

be

500 an inerease in
o knows
ibuted to
appeared in
cent years or whether the pen-
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source of curiosity, but in reality is not so mysterious
i
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the creator of the world as the
"dmne architect”.

progress to Master, then Grand
aster

FACTS et puisthe a redto
500 or more years 's ke itwal

agoin Scotland, amang bands toulsar\d crafts todescribe an of the Masonic Lodge secret,

of skilled -suchas fmorality. The  though they are free to make it

h d the key kenawn to others that they are

created Rosslyn Chapel bol y.5ome  F They can use

W Freemasonry isnotareligion.  believeitis for the i signs and

There is no Masonic god and

need for moral responsibsity

you don't h to be a Christian
mbNFrwnascn Howeve!

M There are three degrees of

“supreme being", reiemng to
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beginas Apprentice, and

§ Do

dulum is simply swinging and a
new generation is coming
through.™

They sign up, explains Bob, ©

bers of Freemasons all in influ-
ential roles, then all of that might
have happened.

‘Rm if people join thc }'-‘u\ma

words to identify each other.
Phrases such as: "give him the
third degree” and “pillar of the
conmmunity”™ both have their
roots in Masonic lodges.

lodges in Scotland and around '

T0,000 masons, with around 6000
in Edinburgh artending 40
Lodges - considerably lower than
in years gone by,

“\{cmbers]up overall has been
steadily declining,” admits Bob, a
Freemason for 23 years who has
run the Grand Lodge library and
museum for the past 16,

“Yes, a few lodges have closed
but to be honest we're not very
concerned about that decline, This
was never meant o be a mass
OTgAniSAtion Anyway - t one point
there were just a few Freemasons
im the whole of Scotland.”

And there's no question of the
Freemasons suddenly reinventing

become part of an i
brotherhood with a moral map as
its template, raised in Seotland
and exported around uw world.

then they will very
usioned,
in a warld where

et on in life
quickly be ¢
“But we lw

Caorruption - one of
that has plagued the modern
Masonic movement has been the
popular perception that Freema-
sons actively help “brothers™
progress in work, in begal situ-
ations and in every walk of life - is
certainty not on the agenda.

Bob 15 quick to dismiss that
pamcul.al myth: “Freemazons
)|a\'|. een in a small
Seottish society. Per-
haps lflhm' had been huge num-

else. I've not been promoted
because of them, I'm not rich
because of them. The masons are
the ideal scapegoar,”

And, centainly until a particular
baok hit the shops a few years ago,
not very fashionable either.

The number of Freemasons in
Scotland has fallen dramatically
over the last ten years - down
around 30 per cent.

Today there are 660 Masonic

or even tweaking the
rubes in a desperate bid to stay
afloat.

“We have to stay trae to our
origing and if that means we

extinet, then so be iy,”

shrugs Bob. “One of the things
that people enjoy is the fact that
the Freemasons is unchanging. 1
«can sit down and look at the min-
utes of the Lodge meeting in
which Rabbie Burns joined and 1
could have been there, the process
is the same today as it was then.

“And that's an incredibly sta-
bilising foree.”
sdick @edinburghrens.com



